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Introduction 
 
On January 23rd 2015, on the occasion of the 5th International Day of the Endangered 
Lawyer, rallies were held outside embassies and consulates of the Philippines in many 
European capitals and cities (Adana, Ankara, Alanya, Antalya, Anvers, Barcelona, Berlin, 
Brussels, Düsseldorf, Essen, Ginebra, The Hague, Istanbul, Izmir, London, Madrid, Manila, 
Milan, Paris, Rome and Vienna). 

These demonstrations aim at supporting Filipino lawyers, victims of severe persecution and 
killings without due justice.  

Organised by:  

The foundation: The day of the Endangered Lawyers, The Netherlands, 
The Association of European Democratic Lawyers (A.E.D.-E.D.L),  
The European Association of Jurists for Democracy (E.L.D.H.),  
The European Association of Jurists for Democracy and Human Rights EJDH,  
The Institute of Human Rights of European Lawyers, (I.D.H.A.E.), 
 
with the support of: 

The Council of European Bar associations (C.C.B.E.), 
Lawyers for Lawyers (L4L),  
National Union of People’s Lawyers – Philippines (NUPL) 
 
  
The International Day of the Endangered Lawyer aims on the one hand, to create 
awareness that the practice of the legal profession in many countries involves significant 
risks, including that of being murdered, but it aims as well at denouncing the situation of a 
particular country where lawyers are victims of serious violations of their fundamental rights 
because of the exercise of their profession. 
 
After supporting lawyers in Colombia in January 2014, Basque lawyers in 2013, lawyers in 
Turkey in 2012 and in Iran on the previous year, the 2015 edition allowed to denounce the 
very worrying situation of lawyers in the Philippines. 
 
This exceptional event took place January 23rd, 2015 and not on 24th, the usual date of the 
International Day of the Endangered Lawyer, which commemorates the killing in Atocha 
Street in Madrid, on January 24th, 1977. On that day, while Spain engaged in its democratic 
transition, a neo-fascist commando killed four lawyers and one of their employees, and 
wounded four others seriously. 
 
Overview of the situation of lawyers and judges in the Philippines 
 
According to a report published in late December 2014 by The Foundation of the Day of the 
Endangered Lawyer, the Association of European Democratic Lawyers (AED-EDL), the 
European Association of Lawyers for Democracy (ELDH) and the Philippine Association 
National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers (NUPL), 41 lawyers have been killed since 2001 while 
57 others have been subject of threats, surveillance, attacks and intimidation of various kind. 
18 judges dealing "political" affairs were also murdered. 
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When he came to power on April 30th, 2010, the President Benino Aquino announced that he 
would not tolerate extrajudicial executions or enforced disappearances and that the reform and 
strengthening of the judiciary was his priority. 
 
Five years later, a sad thing is clear: the conditions under which lawyers practice their 
profession have continued to deteriorate. 
 
For example, in 2014, in addition to the pressures many colleagues have suffered, three 
lawyers known for fighting for the rights of the disadvantaged and the political prisoners were 
murdered: Noel D. Archival was shot by two bikers, on February 18th, Cristobal Fernandez 
and Rodolfo Felicio, executed in the same way on the 8th and 24th of August. 
 
Finally, on August 2nd 2014, judge Reynerio Estacio, who worked on several cases involving 
politicians, was also killed by two men on a motorcycle. 
 
To date, the police has shown no zeal and investigations stagnate. 
 
The report published in late December 2014 can be found here: 
 
http://nl.dayoftheendangeredlawyer.eu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/01/Basic-report-for-
the-Day-of-the-Endangered-Lawyer-2015.pdf 
 
http://www.eldh.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/ejdm/events/2014/Basic_report_for_the_Day_of_t
he_Endangered_Lawyer_2015.pdf 
 
http://www.aeud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Basic-report-for-the-Day-of-the-
Endangered-Lawyer-2015.pdf  
 
 
For further information, please contact: 

Hans  Gaasbeek 
Nieuwe Gracht 5a - 2011 NB Haarlem (Pays-Bas)      
Tel: (+31) 23 531 86 57 
E-Mail : hgaasbeek@gaasbeekengaasbeek.nl 
 
Thomas Schmidt, Barrister 
Platanenstrasse 13, 40233 - Duesseldorf (Allemagne) 
Tel (+ 49) - (0)211 - 444 001, Mobile + 49 (0) 172 - 68 10 888  
E-Mail: thomas.schmidt@eldh.eu 
 
Florence de La Pradelle 
Rue Souveraine, 95, 1050 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel (+32) - (0) 496- 62-74-85 
E-Mail : florence.delapradelle@struyven-law.be 
 
and: 
 
The European Association of Democratic Lawyers: http://www.aeud.org/ 
 
The European Association of Lawyers for Democracy & World Human Rights : http://www.eldh.eu/ 
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RALLIES AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES: 

 
Germany 
 
Several lawyers gathered outside the embassy and the consulate of the Philippines in Berlin 

 

 
 
and Essen. 
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Belgium 
 
Brussels 
 
A rally of lawyers in their robes was held in Brussels in front of the Philippine Embassy.  
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A small group was received by the Third Secretary and Vice Consul Mr. Abarquez. 

 

 
 
 
He was very receptive with the worrying situation of Filipino lawyers described in the reports 
and the statement that was presented to him during the interview. 
 
Firstly, he said the President, his government, but also the country as a whole, attach great 
importance to the legal profession and lawyers in particular. He highlighted the efforts 
undertaken by President Aquino since taking power to fight against extrajudicial executions. 
A body attached to the Presidency, has been specially set up in 2014 to investigate these acts 
of violence. 
 
Mr Abarquez promised to forward the reports to the competent authorities addressed in the 
report given to him and to organize a new meeting in the presence, this time, of the 
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ambassador to communicate the answers for each of the mentioned victims. 
 
A new meeting was been held on May 13th, 2015 at the invitation of Mrs Victoria S. 
BATACLAN, the ambassador, who was more defensive. 
 
Ms. BATACLAN expressed her scepticism with regard to facts alleged in her opinion, 
"without any proof." 
 
She then read and submitted a list containing the case of eight lawyers murdered for which 
investigations are reported as on-going. 

In continuity with this initiative of the 23rd of January, the Filippino lawyer, Edre U. 
OLALIA, secretary general of the lawyers’ trade union NUPL (National Union of People’s 
Lawyers) came to Brussels on the 28th of January 2015, to meet representatives of the EDL, 
Lawyers for Lawyers and Progressive Lawyers, as well as Mr Patrick Henri, President of 
CCBE.   
 
This meeting aimed at presenting the project « a Lawyer adopts a lawyer », which Edre U. 
OLALIA wishes to launch so that European lawyers can “adopt” a Filippino colleague and 
support his fight.  
 
Mr Patrick Henri has shown strong interest in this project that the CCBE could support even 
providing for funds. It is agreed that Edre U. OLALIA writes a report to clarify his aims.  
 
Spain 
 
Barcelona 
 
Rally of lawyers in front of the Philippine consulate. 
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Madrid 
 
Twenty lawyers rallied in front of the Philippine Embassy in Madrid with a banderole: « Sin 
abogados no hay justicia!». 
 
They were received by the Consul Gerardo P. Abiog . 
 

 
 
 
France 
 
Paris  
 
Lawyers came together in front of the Philippine Embassy in Paris.  
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A delegation was received by Ms. Theresa P. Lazaro, Ambassador of the Philippines in 
France, who showed attention to the issues denounced.  
 

 
 
 
Ms Lazaro, who is a lawyer herself, affirms that herself personally, but also President Benino 
Aquino are particularly preoccupied to see law operators be respected.  
 
She explains that a special organ, directly attached to the President of the Republic had been 
created to seek truth and follow the judiciary instructions concerning judges and prosecutors 
(who are lawyers professionally) victims of violence.  
 
Ms. LAZARO promised not only to transmit to the Philippine authorities the two reports by 
IDHAE and EDL, but also to demand clarification for each of the cases presented.    
 
On the 24th of April 2015, the Ambassador effectively transmitted to Manila the information 
regarding eight of the lawyers mentioned in the reports1. 
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Italy 
 
Milan 
 
Lawyers gathered in front of the Philippine consulate in Milan.  
 
 

 
 
They were received by the General Consul. 
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Rome 
 
An identical rally took place at the same time in Rome.  
 

 
 
 
Netherlands 
 
The Hague 
 
A large delegation of lawyers and supporters marched up in front of the Philippine Embassy 
in The Hague, brandishing photos of the murdered lawyers. 
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They were received by the embassy and were able to file a petition. 
 
Speeches were also held. The Filipino lawyer, Edre U. Olalia, secretary general of NUPL 
union (National Union of Peoples' Lawyers) intervened as well. 
 
 

 
 
 
A delegation was later received by the Filipino Ambassador to The Hague, Mr Jaime Victor 
BLEDDA, who is a former lawyer himself. 
 
He was impressed by the large movement that led on the same day, to demonstrations in 22 
European cities and in twelve countries. 
 
He also stressed that the Philippine government was taking the situation very seriously and 
had taken concrete steps to fight against the murders of lawyers, judges and journalists 
including establishing a body to monitor on-going investigations. 
 
Mr BLEDDA confirmed having sent the petition and the report that had been handed over on 
January 23rd and promised to provide concrete answers on the cases covered in this report. 
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One of the delicate issues discussed during the interview, was the use of large sums provided 
by the European Union to the Philippine authorities to improve their investigative capabilities 
and the prosecution of the perpetrators of these killings. 
 
The fact was also highlighted that despite the efforts undertaken by the government to 
prosecute the perpetrators of these facts, the number of arrests and convictions have not 
changed and remains virtually zero. Should the government not seek the help of foreign 
experts? 
 
 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
London 
 
A demonstration of lawyers outside the Philippine Embassy.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



	   14	  

                                     
 
 
Following the rally, the Embassy sent the following email: 
 
“Dear Professor Bowring, 
 With reference to the demonstration held by your group last 23 January 2015 in 
commemoration of the Day of the Endangered Lawyers and concerning the petition that was 
submitted to us on some Filipino lawyers allegedly killed due to their human rights advocacy 
following the report of the Syndicat des Avocats pour la Democratie and the European 
Association of Lawyers for Democracy and World Human Rights, may we provide you with 
the attached copy of the matrix on the status of the lawyers mentioned in your petition, for 
your information and reference2.  The said report was provided to us by the Department of 
Justice of the Philippines. 
Sincerely, 
  
Kristine Leilani Salle | First Secretary (Political)  
Embassy of the Philippines | 6-8 Suffolk Street | London SW1Y 4HG | United Kingdom Direct 
Line: +44 (0)20 7451 1806 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7930 9787 Email: kristine.salle@dfa.gov.ph / 
k.salle@philemb.co.uk 
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TURKEY 
 
In Turkey various important rallies took place. Lawyers, some in their robes, gathered in front 
of the embassies and consulates of The Philippines in diverse cities:  
 
 
Adana 
 

 
 
 
Ankara 
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Alanya 
 

 
 
Antalya 
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Izmir 
 

 
 
 
Istanbul 
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PHILIPPINES 
 
An important rally took place in the Philippines.  
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ANNEXES 
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The call by the different organisations participating in the Day of the Endangered Lawyer: 
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Statistics  

Number of People Recorded  
Number of Lawyers  77-'01  01-'14  TOTAL  
Attacked  43  57  100  
Killed  9  41  50  
TOTAL  52  97  150  
Number of Judges  77-'01  01-'14  TOTAL  
Attacked  0  1  1  
Killed  1  18  19  
TOTAL  1  19  20  
Groups Attacked  
NUPL  37  
IAPL  12  
CODAL  12  
PLACE  11  
PILC  9  
FLAG  68  

The number of people recorded does not count lawyers more than once, regardless of the amount of attacks on a single 
person.  

Since 2001, over half of the lawyers attacked (including murdered) were involved in 
Human Rights cases or issues. Prior to 
2001, 96% of all attacks on lawyers were to those involved with Human Rights cases/issues.  

Type of Attack  1977-2001  2001-Present  1977-Present  
Lawyers  Judges  TOTAL  Lawyers  Judges  TOTAL  TOTAL  

Murder  9  1  10  41  18  59  69  
Attempted/ Frustrated Murder  3  0  3  7  1  8  11  
Threat/Harassment/Intimidation  47  0  47  52  2  54  101  
Illegal Search/Seizure  9  0  9  1  0  1  10  
Abducted/Disappeared  2  0  2  3  0  3  5  
Surveillance  16  0  16  35  0  35  51  
Labelling  7  0  7  37  0  37  44  
Illegal Arrest/Detention  2  0  2  5  0  5  7  
TOTAL  95  1  96  181  21  201  298  

For Judges, murder was 
the most common type of attack, 100% before 2001, 
and 86% since then. For Lawyers, threats, harassment, and intimidation is the most common type- 49% before 2001 and 30% 
since then.  

Perpetrators  77-'01  01-'14  TOTAL  
Unidentified  38  87  125  
Military  29  51  70  
Police  8  14  22  
Paramilitary  5  1  6  
Civilian  0  5  5  
Others  0  5  5  
Location  
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 77-'0  01-'14  TOTAL  
Luzon  21  113  134  
Visayas  26  30  56  
Mindanao  30  17  47  
TOTAL  77  159  236  

Of the KNOWN perpetrators, 65% were military personnel and 20% were police personnel.  

Over half of all attacks have no known perpetrator.  

1  

56% 24% 20%  
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Article published on the site of the Bar association of Anvers:  
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Articles in La Tribune,7.01.15 of the French and German Bar association in Belgium.. 
 

 
 
 

 

Journée internationale de l’avocat en danger 
 
 
Le 23 janvier 2015 aura lieu la 5ème journée  internationale  de  l’avocat  en  danger consacrée à 
nos confrères philippins, victimes en toute impunité, de graves persécutions et assassinats. 
 
Selon un rapport publié fin décembre 2014 par  l’Association européenne des avocats pour la 
démocratie (ELDH) et l’association  philippine  National Union of Peoples Lawyers (NUPL), 41 
avocats ont été abattus depuis 2001 tandis que 57 autres ont   fait   l’objet de menaces, de 
surveillances, d’agressions et de diverses tentatives d’intimidations. 18 juges traitant de 
dossiers « politiques » ont également été assassinés. 
 
Lors de son accession au pouvoir le 30 avril 2010, le Président Benino Aquino avait annoncé 
qu’il   ne   tolèrerait   ni exécution extrajudiciaire, ni disparition forcée   et   qu’il   ferait   de   la  
réforme et du renforcement du pouvoir judiciaire sa priorité.  
 
Quatre ans plus tard, un  triste  constat  s’impose : les conditions dans lesquelles les avocats 
exercent leur profession n’ont  cessé  de  se  détériorer. 

A  titre  d’exemple,  rien  qu’en  2014,  outre  les  pressions  subies  par  quantité  de  confrères,  trois  
avocats connus en raison de leur combat pour les personnes défavorisées et les prisonniers 
politiques ont été assassinés : Noel D. Archival abattu par deux motards, le 18 février, 
Cristobal Fernandez et Rodolfo Felicio, exécutés de la même façon les 8 et 24 août.  

Enfin, le 28 février 2014, le  juge  Reynerio Estacio, qui traitait plusieurs dossiers impliquant 
des politiciens, a également été tué par deux hommes en moto.  

Jusqu’à  ce jour, les services  de  police  ne  font  preuve  d’aucun  zèle  et  les  enquêtes  stagnent. 
 
Organisée   par   l’association des Avocats Européens Démocrates, en collaboration avec 
d’autres  organisations  représentatives  des  avocats, parmi lesquelles l’Institut des Droits de 
l’Homme des Avocats Européens,   l’ELDH et le Syndicat des Avocats pour la Démocratie 
(lesad.be), la   journée   internationale  de   l’avocat  en  danger  a pour but de rappeler que les 
droits   des   avocats   et   des   défenseurs   des   droits   de   l’Homme   doivent   être   respectés et 
protégés en toutes circonstances. 
 
Après avoir soutenu les avocats iraniens en 2011, turcs en 2012, basques en 2013 et 
colombiens en 2014, cette  cinquième  édition  sera  donc  l’occasion  de  mettre  en  évidence  la  
situation très préoccupante des avocats aux Philippines. 

A   l’appel   des   organisateurs   de   cette   5e journée   internationale   de   l’avocat   en   danger,   un  
rassemblement est prévu le 23 janvier à partir de 12h30,   devant   l’ambassade   des  
Philippines, 297 Av. Molière à Ixelles. Venez nombreux ET en toge afin de soutenir nos 
confrères philippins. Des manifestations identiques se dérouleront devant les ambassades 
des Philippines de Paris, Berlin, Rome, La Haye et Madrid.  

Florence de La Pradelle, Avocate au barreau de Bruxelles 
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ACCUEIL  ›  BELGIQUE  ›  BRUXELLES  ›  AVOCATS ASSASSINÉS NE FONT PAS LA UNE — SAUF
DEMAIN ? (PROVERBE PHILIPPIN)

Avocats assassinés ne font pas la une — sauf
demain ? (proverbe philippin)
22 JANVIER 2015  • ( 14  )

Depuis bientôt deux semaines, la liberté
d’expression est dans tous les journaux, sur toutes
les lèvres. Le massacre à la rédaction de Charlie
Hebdo a réveillé les consciences. Et bien sûr, la
presse est en première ligne sur ce sujet qui la
concerne au premier chef. Mais il y a d’autres
critères de démocratie, tout aussi fondamentaux. Le
droit des avocats à défendre sereinement leurs
clients en est un. Si nous sommes bien informés des journalistes occidentaux assassinés de par
le monde (et déjà moins lorsqu’il s’agit de journalistes d’ailleurs, hélas), le sort des avocats fait
rarement la une des journaux.

Pourtant, des avocats sont régulièrement assassinés. Chacun de ces meurtres est une blessure
béante dans la Charte des Droits de l’Homme. La situation aux Philippines, par exemple, est
atroce. D’après un rapport de l’Association européenne des Avocats pour la Démocratie
(ELDH), pas moins de 41 avocats y ont été abattus depuis 2001. Des dizaines d’autres ont été
menacés, surveillés ou agressés. Les magistrats ne sont pas mieux lotis : « 18 juges traitant de
dossiers ‘politiques’ ont été assassinés », selon le communiqué de presse du Syndicat des
Avocats pour la Démocratie (SAD). Rien qu’en 2014, trois avocats connus pour leur combat en
faveur des personnes défavorisées et/ou de prisonniers politiques, ainsi qu’un juge, ont été
« liquidés », chaque fois par deux motards. Leurs noms ne vous dira rien, hélas. Ce sont Noel D.
Archival, Cristobal Fernandez, Rodolfo Felicio et le juge Reynerio Estacio. Quant aux enquêtes,
elles sont apparemment laissées à l’abandon. Bref, #JeSuisPhilippin.

En 2010, des avocats européens ont décidé de réagir en organisant la Journée de l’Avocat en
Danger. Soutenue par l’Institut européen des Droits de l’Homme, elle a normalement lieu le 24
janvier, en mémoire du massacre d’Atocha, en Espagne. En 1977, cinq avocats y ont été tués
et quatre grièvement blessés par un commando néofasciste, en pleine transition du
franquisme vers la démocratie parlementaire. Les actions précédentes visaient l’Iran, la Turquie,
le Pays Basque et la Colombie, tous théâtres de graves atteintes aux droits de la défense. Cette
année, exceptionnellement, les rassemblements désormais traditionnels d’avocats en robe se

UN BLOG DE SEL
JE PENSE DONC JE NE SUIS PERSONNEJE PENSE DONC JE NE SUIS PERSONNE
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Article published on the 22.01.15 on « Un blog de Sel» , blog of a Belgian journaliste du 
Marcel 
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tiendront ce 23 janvier, dans toute l’Europe, mais aussi en Turquie et aux Philippines.

À cette occasion, le Syndicat des Avocats pour la Démocratie (SAD)
appelle à un rassemblement en soutien aux avocats philippins, le
vendredi 23 janvier à partir de 12h30, devant l’ambassade des
Philippines, 297 avenue Molière, à Ixelles. Le dress code : la robe.
Et demain, ce ne sera pas pour de simples effets de manche, mais
pour rappeler que l’exercice de la justice peut tuer aussi.
Amis journalistes, ne manquez pas de couvrir cette pierre à l’édifice des droits démocratiques. Et
pour une fois, ne laissez pas ce combat fondamental aux chiens écrasés sous prétexte que les
avocats sont moins « vendeurs » que vos confrères. La liberté n’a pas de profession.

Le Communiqué de presse du SAD

Pour plus d’information :

Pierre ROBERT, contact presse du S.A.D. (0483 51 07 50)
Florence de La Pradelle, organisatrice de la journée pour le S.A.D (0496.627.485)
Thierry Bontink,  de l’Institut des droits de l’Homme du Barreau de Bruxelles (02/627.10.26)

14 réponses

Salade
22 janvier 2015 • 20 h 12 min

Bah avec tout ce qui est dès maintenant interdit par la police en Belgique..

Le Chili actuel doit être plus démocratique que nous, non?

Niemôller
23 janvier 2015 • 19 h 57 min

Liberté chérie
5 ans de prison pour avoir soutenu Anonymous
http://www.lalibre.be/s/art/54c169593570af82d5055ab3#.VMHlSQPAoXE.email
Vive la liberté de la presse, vive la liberté! là on n’assassine pas d’un coup , on est
timide on tue à petit feu…

J'aime

J'aime
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SUPPORT  THE  ‘DAY  OF  THE  ENDANGERED  LAWYER’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why? 
The immediate cause for starting off the Day of 

the Endangered Lawyer was a fact finding 

mission to the Philippines in 1990, where 

lawyers, as in many more countries, are being 

intimidated, threatened and even killed because 

they support their clients in legal cases that are  

‘politically complicated’.   

Iran was the first country to be the subject of the 

Day of the Endangered Lawyer in 2010. Turkey, 

Basque Country, Colombia and the Philippines 

were in focus in the following years. 

 

How? 
On Friday January 22, 2016 attention will be 

focused on the situation of the human rights 

lawyers in Honduras. 

That day lawyers will come to action in as many 

cities as possible in and outside of Europe. From 

Ankara to Brussels and from London to Paris. 

One petition containing an identical text will be 

written and presented that day to as many 

ambassadors, consuls or other authorities of 

Honduras as possible. The petition will focus on 

the problematical situation of the threatened 

lawyers in that country.  

 

 

If possible this situation will also be discussed 

with official representatives of Honduras.  

Furthermore on that day forum discussions will 

be organized for which fellow lawyers (e.g. from 

Honduras) will be invited.  

 

More information? 
Visit the website  

www.dayoftheendangeredlawyer.eu for  

9 more (background) information   

9 materials for action  

9 a short movie in which the founder Hans 

Gaasbeek clarifies the purpose of the 

foundation and the actions that have 

been taken.  

 

Your support  
Support the struggle for lawyers that are being 

harassed, silenced, put under pressure, 
threatened, persecuted, tortured and some of 

whom even disappear or are being killed just 

because they hold on to their professional 

obligations and standards, and put them into 

practice. 
Fill in the form on the reverse side now. 
 

Show your solidarity. Join the demonstrations in your country on Friday January 22, 2016 at 14.00 h. 
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